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is often necessary in practice; so often, that it should never
be admitted except when it is necessary. Many writers of
the present day abound in types of variation that are not
justified by expediency, and have consequently the air of
cheap ornament. It is impossible to lay down hard and fast
rules, but two general principles may be suggested: (i) Varia-
tion should take place only when there is some awkwardness,
such as ambiguity or noticeable monotony, in the word avoided.
(2) The substitute should be of a purely pronominal character,
a substitute and nothing more; there should be no killing of
two birds with one stone. Even when these two requirements
are satisfied, the variation is often worse, because more notice-
able, than the monotony it is designed to avoid.
The examples in our first group do not offend against (2):
how far they offend against (i), and how far they are objection-
able on other grounds, we shall consider in detail.
Mr. Wolff, the well-known mining engineer, yesterday paid a visit to
the scene of the disaster. The expert gave it as his opinion, that no
blame attached . . .
The expert is gratuitous: He would have done quite well.
None the less Mrs. Scott [Sir Walter's mother] was a motherly
comfortable woman, with much tenderness of heart, and a well stored,
vivid memory. Sir Walter, writing of her, after his mother's death, to
Lady Louisa Stewart, says . . .—hutton.
His mother's is not only unnecessary, but misleading: there
is a difficulty in realizing that her and his mother, so placed,
can be meant to refer to the same person.
Mr. J. Hays Hammond, a friend of President Roosevelt, lecturing
before the American Political Science Association, quoted a recent
utterance of the President of the Japanese House of Peers. That
dignitary said: . . .—Spectator.
That dignitary said might have been omitted, with the full
stop before it.
Mr. Sidney Lee's study of the Elizabethan Sonnets, the late Mr.
Charles Elton's book on Shakespeare's Family and Friends, and
Professor Bradley's on Shakespearean Tragedy—a work which may

